Morning VISTAs, 

As December 6th, the Washington, DC NTI date is nearing quickly, I thought it would be useful to provide an attachment that covers our Making the Most of your VISTA Year event.

Making the Most of your VISTA Year – Wednesday, December 8th from 8:15 am – 4:00 pm, Cherry Blossom Ballroom, Hotel Ballroom Level 2, Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center. 

The flyer highlights all the speakers we are going to have for our event including three of our very own VISTAs: Brent Beane, Montgomery Housing Partnership Inc., Anne Rosen, Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago, and Sarah Forsythe, Portland Housing Center. The day is designed to help you make the most of your VISTA year. You are already registered for the event unless you notified us that you won’t be coming. The event will take place in the Cherry Blossom Ballroom. We look forward to meeting you all!  

Before I mention anything else, I just want to remind you to come prepared with your business cards --  at the NTI you will be presented with many networking opportunities and I highly recommend making the most of them all. Plus don’t forget to pick up your neon orange “NeighborWorks VISTA” ribbons that can be worn on your badge. Ribbons will be located at the VISTA Marketing table around the corner from the Registration counter. This will help facilitate networking and identify fellow VISTAs!
Plus look out for “VISTA” and “Reserved” tent signs on breakfast tables to sit together on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings. We had to call in some extra special favors to make this happen so don’t be shy and come join your fellow VISTAs every morning for FREE breakfast and awesome company. 

Besides the regular courses you signed up for, the NTI also offers many free workshops and networking opportunities. Below are the workshops and networking opportunities that relate the most to VISTAs and are actually FUN!!! Obviously these are listed according to the fun factor involved. 

1) Leaders for Communities Networking Mixer – Monday, December 6th 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm – Gaylord National Hotel, Belvedere Lobby Bar

Consider this to be your unofficial –official NeighborWorks VISTA event. Meaning it’s the beginning of the week and in order to get to know your VISTA colleagues, come out and join your NeighborWorks VISTA team at the Leaders for Communities networking mixer. Other than the Making the Most of you VISTA year event, this is the only time all the NeighborWorks VISTA will be able to come together and mingle in a relaxed environment. Oh also, meet and mingle with other LeadersforCommunties.org members, NeighborWorks staff, and other Community Development professionals! The Networking Mixer will be located just off the main lobby, at the Belvedere Lobby bar, come join your colleagues and enjoy a bird's-eye view of the dramatic two-acre atrium. Click here for details: http://www.leadersforcommunities.org/events/leaders-for-communities-2
2) Careers in Community Development: Turn Your Passion into Your Profession! - Tuesday, December 7th from 4:30pm – 6pm – National Harbor 11, Convention Center Level 3
Your commitment to your VISTA year already suggests that you love your community development field work, and are trying to find ways to translate your VISTA year responsibilities into your Dream Job. As you are aware, the community development field offers a wide range of career opportunities in many different areas – including homeownership counseling, construction, IT, training, administrative assistance, urban planning, engineering, architecture, volunteer management, project management, proposal writing and so much more! 

During this workshop you will learn how to market your VISTA year work and other skills to move into the job of your dreams and discover some resources to begin and refine your search. Come hear from professionals with a view of the entire field and the real experts (practitioners in the field!) about the opportunities available and how to best position yourself to find a fulfilling career that you will love!

3) NTI Networking Reception - Wednesday, December 8th, 5:30pm-7:00pm - Maryland Ballroom, Convention Center Ballroom Level 2

Free food, awesome company and a view overlooking the Potomac river. Make sure to stop by at the Networking Reception as there will be plenty of free food and good company to ease out your Networking jitters. Good way to all types of different practitioners who will be attending the training. Don’t forget your business cards! 

Looking forward to meeting you all in person. 

Swati Karandikar 

NeighborWorks America VISTA Leader 

Office Phone Number: 202.220.7074

